15.10.20 Выполнить до 14.00 

Инструкция:

1. Перевести текст по теме: Праздники. Обычаи и традиции (письменно).
2. Выполнить послетекстовые упражнения (письменно).

Holidays. Traditions and Customs 
1. 

Every nation and every country has its own customs and traditions. In Britain traditions play a more important part in people's life than in other countries.

The British are proud of their traditions and carefully keep them up. Some ceremonies are rather formal, such as the Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace, Trooping the Colour, the State opening of Parliament. Sometimes you will see a group of cavalrymen riding on black horses through the streets of London. They wear red uniforms, shining helmets, long black boots and long white gloves. These men are Life Guards. Their special duty is to guard the king or the queen of Great Britain and very important guests of the country.

To this day a British family prefers a house with a fireplace and a garden to a flat in a modern house with central heating. Most British love gardens. Sometimes the garden in front of the house is a little square covered with cement painted green in imitation of grass and a box of flowers. They love flowers very much.

The British like animals very much, too. Pet dogs, cats, horses, ducks, chickens, canaries and other friends of man have a much better life in Britain than anywhere else. In Britain they have special dog shops selling food, clothes and other things for dogs. In recent years the British began to show love for more "exotic" animals such as crocodiles, elephants, tigers, cobras, camels.

Holidays are especially rich in old traditions and are different in Scotland, Ireland, Wales and England. Christmas is a great English national holiday and in Scotland it is not observed at all. But six days later, on New Year's Eve the Scots begin to enjoy themselves. All the shops and factories are closed on New Year's Day. People invite their friends to their houses. Greetings and presents are offered. 
A new tradition has been born in Britain. Every year a large number of ancient motorcars drive from London to Brighton. Some of these veteran cars look very funny. This run from London to Brighton is a colourful demonstration. People are dressed in the clothes of those times. It is not a race, and most of the cars come to Brighton, which is sixty miles from London, only in the evening. Some British traditions are strange, some are funny, but they are all interesting.

 EXERCISES
I. Answer the questions.
1. What are the English so proud of?
2. What formal ceremonies do you know?
3. What is the route of the duty guard?
6. What new tradition has been born in Britain?
7. How far is Brighton from London?
II. Complete the sentences.
1. Great Britain has very many ….
2. Foreigners coming to England are struck by . . ..
3. The special duty of Life Guard is ….
4. The changing of the Guard takes place at . . ., at … o’clock.
5. The men of the duty guard march from … to ….

III. Give the opposites.
1. ancient —
2. to be on duty —
3. to open —
4. to reply —
